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For many critical problems related to poverty and 
environmental degradation around the globe “solutions” 

are already available (we have the technology, or we know 
what should be done). However we still fail at addressing 

these issues:

For example, we 

have the 

technology and 

knowledge to make 

our homes more 

energy efficient (but 

we do not adopt 

them)



We also know how 

to prevent 

dengue, but the 

disease is still a 

serious burden in 

many developing 

countries

For many critical problems related to poverty and 
environmental degradation around the globe “solutions” 

are already available (we have the technology, or we know 
what should be done). However we still fail at addressing 

these issues:



Millions of people 

around the world 

still suffer the 

consequences of 

HAP, despite 

several alternative 

technological 

solutions being 

available.

For many critical problems related to poverty and 
environmental degradation around the globe “solutions” 

are already available (we have the technology, or we know 
what should be done). However we still fail at addressing 

these issues:



So, if solutions are available, why people fail to 
adopt them?... We need to understand human 
behavior, human decision making, which is 

complex (but simple interventions may help)



Simple solutions based on a proper understanding 
of human decision making:

Take household energy 
consumption Allcott, 2011, 
showed that sending 
letters to residential utility 
consumers comparing 
their electricity use to that 
of their neighbours helped 
reducing energy 
consumption levels.



Peruvian researchers 

proposed using SMS 

reminders to prevent 

dengue in poor rural 

communities.

Simple solutions based on a proper understanding 
of human decision making:



Sure, but how do we know these “simple” solutions 
work?

Rigorous evidence: 

interventions tested in 

the lab and …



Sure, but how do we know these “simple” 
proposed solutions work?

Rigorous evidence, 

interventions tested in 

the lab and in the field



Rigorous field based evidence allows us to know 
what works and what doesn’t… we can influence 

policy!



Our program

• Insights from Behavioral Economics for better policy design and 
impact.

• Lab exercises to test innovations and behavioral incentives

• Field visits to rural villages in Peru to identify problems and propose 
solutions.

• Panel of Experts



And of course… Perú!


